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SPARKLING

Domaine Ste. Michelle S12
Columbia Valley Knit (90 paints) Broad
and expressivein itspear and lemonaromas,
thisStealof a sparklerhas wonderful cut It's
drivenbyclean,chalkymineralityanda mod
est phenolic bite that willmakeit singwitha
meal—evena simpleroastchicken.Domaine
Ste.Michelle,Paterson,WA

Tesoro delta Regina si4
Prosecco(99poiBts,Itaty)This wine'sbrisk,
consistent bubbles carry a green almond
scent,drivinghome crispnessandfreshness.
It's clean and stillmanages to feel generous.
Foraperitifs.SarantyImports,Harrison, NY

of duck confit or roast quail ClassicWines,
Stamford,CT

Segura Viudas si4
Cava Aria Brut Pinot Noir (87 points,
Spain) A red-fruited Cavawithclean scents
of raspberries, this is gentle and peppery,
ready to chill for seafood paella. Freixenet
USA,Sonoma,CA

Mionetto si4
LambjinconEniiUa(MBaint*,Itaty)Tnis
wine's purple grape scents evolve toward
raspberry and sun-dried tomato as It spar
kles on the palate. The fruit tastes natural,
bluntly acidic austerely dry, needing some
thing meaty, like cavatelh with lamb sau
sage, to soak up its structure and lengthen
the fruit. M.W.Imports,Brooklyn,NY

Loxarel sis
Cava 999 Brut Hosat (91 potato. Spate)
There's intriguing complexity to this firmly
structured roseVameaty winethat's dry with
out feelingtannic. The mousse isfinelyinte
grated Into the flavor, set to lift die flavors

Korbel sis
2009 Russian River Valley Natural (M
potato) Made from 65 percent pinot noir
and 35percent chardonnay, this receives a
lowerdosage than most of Korbel's cuvees.
Its appleandtoast flavorsare straightforward
and satisfying,and the price tag makes it a
tempting prospect to serve by the case at a
wedding.F.Korbel&BT0S.,Guernevitte,CA
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Aveleda S9
20UvTnhoVerdeQotatadaAveleda(90
paten, Fertatal) A bright, coastal white,
this has the raciness of a wine from gra
nitic soils with enough rich peachiness to
sheathe that knife edge of acidity. The tart
grapefruit finish will match grilled prawns
or other shellfish.Mouthwatering,balanced
and a stealat me price.Aveleda,Pautucket,HI

Qulnta da Lixa S9
2011 Vlnho Verde Terras do Minho (99
points, Portugal) Withverbenascentsanda
mineral buzz to the acidity,this blend oftra-
jadura, arinto and loureiro isfriskyand long.
Match its potent acidityto shellfish,whether

poached or raw.HGCImports,SanJose,CA;
MontevideoImporters,Port Chester,NY

Real Companhia Velha S9
2011DouroBvel(ttpataM,fcwtagal)A
blend of moscatel galego,viosmho, arinto
and femao pires, this brisk white wouldbe
deliciouswithflukecrudo.It has a sweetnec
tarine and kumqiiat flavor,withthe oilytex-
aire you might expect from a Douro white,
and an unexpectedlyrefreshingfinish.Aifmt-
ral Imports,CedarGrove,NJ

Farnese ss
2011 Trebbiano d'Abrozz© (M potato,
Italy) Succulent with pearlike fruit and a
lightly nutty edge, this is quietlylovely,the
sort of winethat youmight not dunk much
about until the bottle is suddenly empty.
EmpsonUSA,Alexandria,VA

Domaine du Tariquet S9
2012CotesdeGascogrifClasric(Mp8iitti,
Franca) Juicyand gingery,thisishappywine,
alight andpretty mixofpear andgreen plum
flavorwiminvigoratirigacidity.RflfcertKaiACT-

Selections,Washington,DC

Goats do Roam sio
2011 Western Cape WUte (91 potato,
Seats Africa) There's loads of fresh detail
in this viognier-dominatedMendfrom Fair-
viewvintner Charles Back A lemon thyme
and green olive brightness lifts its buxom
coreofpear fruit,whilesaltyhoneycomband
macadamianut undertoneskeepit savory.Its
richness, which derives from three months
on the gross lees rather than from any oak
treatment, calls for hearty fare, be it fatty
tuna or pork chops. VineyardBrands, Bir
mingham,AL
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TussockJumper sio
2011 Western Cape Chenln Blanc (91
potato, Sooth Afriea)Tms bush-vinechenin
balances a pretty honeyed pear flavor with
a mouthwatering salinity that evokes the
FalseBay breezes that keepthe area cool. Its
flavors are pulled taut by pithy lemon and
ruby-grapefruit acidity, an effect that Johan
Joubert achieved through blending fresh
Wellington fruit into the richer Heiderberg
harvest. It'sjuicywith afirm, stony structure.
Tri-VinImports, Mount Vernon,NY

Matane sio
2011SalentoBianco(90 points, Italy)The
name Matane' comes from Maria, Tara and
Neil, the three Empsons who developed this
wine in collaboration with Valentino Sciotti
and enologist Filippo Baccalaro. The white
version, a blend of verdeca, malvasia bianca
and bombino bianco,is full-bodiedyet lively,
withvibrant acidity keeping the almond and
green grape flavorsfresh. The smoky miner-
alityhelps keep the fruit in the savoryrealm.
Forgrilled fish.Empson USA,Alexandria, VA

Vifia Quintay sio
2012 Casablanca Valley Clava Coastal
Reserve Sauvignon Blanc (90 points,
Chile) Fresh, herbal and focused on tart cit
rus flavors, this is unusually vibrant for the
warm vintage. Bring a bottle to the nearest
sushi joint. MontecasteUiSelections,NY

La CaveLesCostieres
de Pomerols sio
2012 Coteaux du Languedoc Picpoul de
Pinet (88 potato, France) From a coop of
450growers just southeast of Pezenas, this is
fresh and lively,with ruby-red grapefruit fla
vors and zesty acidity.Foranything from the
sea.Kpela Pen etFUs,Winchester,VA

Ztirn Mosel sio
2011Mosel Riesling QbA (87 potato, Ger
many) ChristianSchafer'sentry-levelriesling
zUm(from) the Mosel, this is inviting in its
sweetpeach flavor,die acidityholdingit firm.
Schafer-ReichartSelections,Concord,CA

Kono su
2011 Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc (90
points, New Zealand) Fresh peach flavors
brighten this juicy sauvignon. With its flo
ral scents of honey and beeswax,as well as a
creamy texture, it feelsbroad and rich. Chill
it for poached salmon. TotalBeverageSolu
tions,Mount Pleasant, SC

Marques de CSceres 512
2009 Rioja Antea (90 potato, Spate) A
viura-malvasia blend enriched by aging in
new French oak, this reached fine ripeness,
melding die vanilla cream of oak with sub
stantial depth of fruit. There's purity to die
nectarine and pineapple flavors, lasting on
spice. VineyardBrands,Birmingham, Ah

MontGras si2
2012 San Antonio Valley Reserva Sau
vignon Blanc (90 potato, Chile) A classic
San Antonio sauvignon, this wine's citrus
and mineral notes fill an unctuous texture,
reflecting the warmth of die 2012vintage.
It's balanced by coastal acidity that prickles
on the tongue. PalmBayInt'L,BacaRaton,FL

/^Lcrt+frtt^
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Acrobat si2
2011 Oregon Pinot Gris (89 potato) This
classicgris leads with juicy green apple and
orange zest flavors,acceleratedby afull-bore
complement of acidity.It's frisky and would
pair nicely withhamachi crude KingEstate
Winery,Eugene,OR

Groonerby Forstreiter si2
2011 Niederosterreich Grftner Veltliner
(88 potato, Austria) Like the playful label
suggests, this is easy and inviting, with an
engaging spritz to start and a long, spicy fin
ish. It has plenty of savory gruner veltliner
flavor to meet a pork chop. Monika Caha
Selections/FrederickWildmanami Sons,NY

Closdu Bois si2
2011North Coast Chardonnay(88 potato)
Biscuity lees guide this chardonnay's pear-
pale fruit, making it feel gentle and supple.
It'slifted by floral,chamomile-likescents and
mouthwatering acidity. For shrimp dump-
lingsat dim sum. ClosDuBois,GeyservUle,CA

Yalumba si2
2011S. Australia The Y Series Unwooded
Chardonnay (87 points, Australia) Fra
grant with jasmine and ginger scents, this is
a clean, tightlybuilt chardonnay toservewith
cold cracked crab and prawns. Negotiants
USA,Napa, CA

Quinta de Gomariz si3
20UVmbo VerdeLoureiro(92points,Por-
tugal) "This feels like summer,'' one taster
said. Its fresh, fragrant lime and grapefruit
flavorslast,pulpy, juicyand mouthwatering.
Apure Atlantic white, diishas substanceand
the drive to perk up any fresh shellfish, from
periwinkles to barnacles, oysters and clams.
PR. GrisleyCo.,Salt Lake City,UT

Anthony Road si3
2010 Finger Lakes Pinot Gris (90 potato)
Tart and floral, with bright lemon blossom
scents and cool citrus flavors, this is a steal
for your next summer picnic. (473 cases)
AndmnyRoad WineCo.,Perm Yan,NY

Stobi Winery si3
2011Tikves Zilavka (90 potato, FYROM)
Stobi owns 1,500acres of vines, all of which
they hand harvest, providing fruit for then-
entire production. This zilavkacomes from
Tikves, a broad plain that's the center of
the Republic of Macedonia's winemaking
regions, it has die delicate florality and juic-
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inessofawhitepeach,withachalkyrichness
to backit up. Betweendie salineandmin
eral aspects,it feelssomehowoceanic,and
likewisewouldbe goodwithgrilledseabass.
Winebow,NY

LamoreauxLanding sis
2010Finger LakesUnoakedChardonnay
(89 potato) Lean and saline,with scents
of goldenapple and pear, this light white
is markedby citrusyacidity.Chillfor pan-
roastedclams.(227cases)LamoreauxLand
ing WineCellars,Lodi,NY

Glenora si3
20UFingerLakesChardonnay(88potato)
Lightscentsof whitepeachlend an almost
riesling-likenote to this leanwhite.Thefla
vorsfallmoretoapple,withan almond-skin
texturethat givesthefinishsomegrip.(491
cases)GlenoraWineCellars,Dundee,NY

Lamoreaux Landing si4
2011FingerLakesDryRiesling(9Spotato)
Scentsofpassionfruitandcitrusgivewayto
tart greenappleflavorsin this lean,attrac
tiveriesling.In texture,evenin personality,
there'senergyanddriveaswarmandpureas
asunbeam.Thiswouldmakeafineaperitif,
orpairit withpadthai (2,096cases)Lamor
eauxLandingWineCellars,Lodi,NY

Erath si4
2011OregonPinot Gris(91potato) Scents
ofbakedbiscuitsandgoldendeliciousapples
givewayto abrisk,livelypalatemarkedby
juicycitrusaccentsofMeyerlemon.Thisgris
isasimplepleasure,avibrant,energeticaper
itifor awhitetoservewithpetralesole.Erath
Vineyards,Dundee,OR

PierreSparr si4
2010AlsaceRiesling(90potato, France)
Ajuicyand powerfulriesling,this is full-on
grapefruitpith andbeeswax,unyieldingand
firm—amatrixofacidityandextractItpicks
up spicewithair, a pepperingof aniseand
dried-applearomasrhatwouldcomplement
rabbitrilleoes.Wilson-Daniels,St.Helena,CA

CooperMountain sis
2011WfllaaMtteValleyReservePinotGris
(91potato)Abright,freshgriswithlushpear
scentsandawheaty,leesytopnote,thisfeels
generousandinviting.Itsflavorsareleanand
angular,with invigoratingdriveand a sour
leesnoteto die finishthat lendscomplexity
andlength.Forwhitesausages.(3,000cases)
CooperMountainVineyards,Bedverton,OR

Mercer Estates sis
2010YakimaValleyRiesling^H potato)
Appleandpearscentsleadin thisfoursquare
white,solidlybuilt with seductivelypure,
juicyfruit. A well-pricedpartner for chou-
croute. (3,203cases)MercerWineEstates,
Prosser.WA

Quinta do Passadouro sis
2011Douro Passa(ft patent,Portugal)
JorgeSerddioBorgesMendsdiiswhitefrom
rabigatoandcodegagrownhiMurca,at 1,650
feet,in graniteandschist.Itsparticularflo
ralspiceremindedseveralsommeliersonthe
panel of savagninfrom dieJura, the wine
lightin bodyandbutterywithoak,focused
on acoreofpurecitrusfruit.Ageit toserve
withroastveaLWinebow,NY

ChateauSte. Michelle sis
2011Columbia ValleyCold Creek Vtae-
yard RieaBng(90 potato) Thiswarm-site
rieslingleadswithbroad accentsof golden
appleandahintofpeach.Thegenerouslyfor
wardflavorsaremarkedbyafinemineraltex
ture,thefhmenvelopingonthefinish.(4^00
cases)ChateauSte.Michelle,Woodinville,WA

Moraitis sis
2010 Paros Monenrvasia (90 potato,
Greece) Lightlyfloraland sarin textured,
diisisan elegantwhitefrom diemonemva-
siagrape,an ancientvarietythoughttohave
playedapart intheblendthatbecameknown
as Malmsey.It balancesItsrichnesswitha
lemonyacidity.A terrificmatchfor pike-
perchwimsummerpeas.V.O.S.Selections,NY

Hugel S15
2W AlsaceGentU(89potass,Fraatt)This
Gentilfeelsappropriatelydelicate,lemon-
pithyin its fruitcharacterandscentedwith
afloralmuskthat bringswitchhazeltomind.
Thevintagepuflspredorninandyfrompinot
blancandsylvaner(24percentofeach),with
gewurztraminercontributingitsmild,savory
spice—fennelseedandcaraway—andriesling
itsfine,mineral-ringedlineofacidity.Freder
ickWildmanandSons,NY

Leonedi Castris sis
2010Saknto Messapiaverdeca(89potato,
Italy)TheinfluenceofancientGreeceonthe
viticultureofEnotriaisapparentindiisoth
erworldlywhite.Giveyourselfamomentto
acclimatetodie flavors,todiecitrus-pithbit
terness,dieacaciaandtoasted-wheatscents
of lees.Layersof flavordevelop,from tart
lemonto greenoliveandroastedfennel.It
has the textureanddepth to matchgrilled
seppie.Winebow,NY

Angeline sis
20USantaBarliaraC^. ReserveChardon
nay (88 patott) Here'sa classicallystyled
CentralCoast chardonnaywitha friendly
pricetag, itsenergeticlemonand caramel
izedpineappleflavorsformingan intense
coreoffruit. Itshowsplentyofoak,too,but
mefruitwinsin theend.Forgingerchicken.
MartinRayWtnery,SantaRosa,CA

Plantagenet sis
2011Great Southern Omrah Sauvignon
Blanc (88 potato, Aasttsna) A delicate
whiteforpan-roastedsole,thishascleanlem-
ongrassnotesandahttlecapsicumspice.It's
simple,juicyandrefreshing.OldBridgeCel
lars,Napa,CA

Tramin sis
2011AltoAdkjeChardonnay (88potato,
Italy) Apaleandcreamywhite,paralleltoa
Maconnaiswine,diishascool,earthymin
eral tonesand savoryflavorsof wheat.It's
satisfyingandbrisk,awinetochillforsum
meraperitifs.Winebow,NY

ROSE

Charles 81Charles si2
2011ColumbiavalleyRose(88potato)
Cleanand fresh,this simplepink is com
posedmostlyofsyrah,lendingdie juicymid
dleof itsflavorsofred cherryandstrawber
ries.Perfectforbarbecue.Charles6?Charles,
Mattawa,WA

Villa Wolf si2
2011Pfalz Pinot Noir Rase (88 potato,
Germany)Softandround,diiswine'scherry
flavorshaveadelicatespice.For curedsau
sages.LoosenBros.USA,Salem,OR

Anthony Road si3
2011Finger Lakes Cabernet Franc Rose
(89 potato) This forwardpink leadswith
strawberryscents accented by a hint of
orangezest.Thebriskred-cherryflavorsare
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idealforsippingonasummerevening.(400
eases)AnthonyRoadWineCo.,PennHon,NY

Acrobat sis
2011 Oregon Rose of Pinot Noir (17
potato)Salineandbroad,withscentsofsour
strawberryandflavorsthat feelsubstantial,
this faa rose to chul for an aperitif.(3,500
cases)KingEstateWinery,Eugene,OR

ClosClementine sis
2011Cotesde ProvenceRose(90potato,
Pisnn)St. Helena-bornSteveVeytia,Bor
deauxwinemakerThomasCapedevUleand
PierreArosteguy,theownerofa137-year-old
epiceneta Biarritz,(wlkborateonthisfresh,
firmProvencalrose.Ablendofroughlyequal
parts tibouren,rinsauh andgrenachewidi
10percentsyrah,it's fragrantandlight,die
sweetnessofthecherryfruhcounteredwhh
apleasandybitteralmondandherbaltone.
Packsomehamsandwichesandsetoutfora
picnic.DomaineSelectWincEstates,NY

RED

Aveleda ss
2011Douro Charambe(8*potato, Poev*-
gsl) A cleanDourored widisimpleblack
berryfruitandliqueur-likescents,diishints
at sweetstrawberriesin the end.W&ether
youdrinkit on its ownor serveit withtomb:
stew,it'sasupervahie.yirefe(ii,P(wrwfer,JU

CrameleReca m
2011 Dealtttue Munteniei Werewolf
Pinot Noir (8* potato, lasNflflft)This is
a little sweetand a Ktrtebitter,Kkeeatinga
ripegrapewithagreenstentstillattached.
That freshnessis part of its charm, along
vrithfrtskyaciditythat keepsit light IW-vSn
Imports,MountVernon,NY

Columbia Crest ss
2010ColumbiaValleyTwoVinesMerlot-
Cabernet(If potato)Dark,plummyfruitis
spicedbythe candiedcarameltonesofoak.
The tanninsneed air; decantfor a steak.
ColumbiaCrestWinery,Paterson,WA

Oak Grove ss
2010California ReservePetite Sirah (85
potato)Sahmuedwimfruit,nSisfaframedby
pepperyspiceandgreen^iged tanninsthat
keepit fresh.Put it atdieendof aprimerib
buffet,whereitsjuicygripwillshine.(3,000
cases)OakGroveVineyards,SanMartin,CA

Conquista ss
2011 Argentina Oak Cask Malbec (St
potats,At|*nitaa) Impressivelyelegantfor

dieprice,rhismalbecis fresher,tarter and
spider than most modem versions.Juicy
andvibrantwitha smoothtexture,it calls
Outfor empanadas.PrestigeWineGroup.St
PauUMN

Vini ss
20UThradan ValleyVemVldlVld Pinot
Noir fpff pains*, Itujarfta) Cherry-bright
aridherbal,this is light andfresh,a thirst-
quenchingpinot at a greatprice.Bulgarian
MasterVintners,Sonoma,CA

Don Rodolfo sio
2012CferayateValleyVina Corneta Cos*
tas Tannat (M pateto, A*t*Bttea) This
isa freshstyleoftannat, agedfora yearin
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stainlesssteel. The flavorscome at you out of
darkness, but it's not black;just super tannic.
And mouthwatering. There's some mineral-

ity that emerges indie finish,along widi ared
note, likepersimmon. Decant it for a thick-
cut pork chop. Cabernet Corp.,Novate,CA

pemaurrjt

Jose Maria da Fonseca sio
2009 Peninsula de Setubal Periqulta (90
potato, Portugal) One of die best vintages
of Periquita in recent memory, this isa tight
blackwine widi hints of mouthwatering red
fruit. Scents of framboise, clover and orange
zestadd to die savorycomplexity.ForAzeitao
cheese.Palm Bay Int"L,BocaRaton,FL

Herdade do Esporao sio
2010 Alentejano Monte Velho(88 potato,
Portugal) A rustic Alentejo red, this wine's
saturated flavorsand graphite mineral notes
give it a cool feel. It brisdes widi spicy funk
around die edges. Pour it with braised trot
ters. AMUWines(? Liquors,Newark,NJ

Snoqualmie sio
2O09 Columbia valley Whistle Stop Red
(88 potato) A cabernet-merlot blend, diis
is grounded bydark plum flavors,widi a line
of tobacco leaf that brings die fruit into nice
detail. Impressive complexity for die price.
SnoqualmieVineyards,Paterson, WA

ChateauLamargue sn
2009 Cosricres de Mimes Les Grandes
Cahanes Syrah (92 potato, France) Cam
pari purchased 210acres ofvines in2001and
hired Rhone wincmaker Jean Luc Colombo
to manage diiswinery.Theirsyrah shares die
lushness and polish associated widi Colom

bo's touch, die wine dark, silkenand expan
sive. While it's concentrated, it manages to
feel airy and supple, widi herbal and game
notes that make it palatewhetting. PalmBay
Int'l, BocaRaton,FL

Godelia sn
2010 Bierzo Vlernes Meneia (91 potato,
Spain) At first diis may seem lightweight
and simple,but considerhow it evolvesinthe
glass. Its structure growsincreasingly tense,
edged with a cut of acidity and tart cherry
flavors.A refined approach to Bierzo's reds.
Europvin USA,VanNuys,CA

Bogle sii
2010 California Petite Sirah (87 potato)
Going beyond die simple grapiness of most
entry-level petites, this deliverssavory tones
of clove and dried herbs that make its posh,
purple fruit feel appetizing and complete.
Itsgrippy tannins wouldplay best widi flank
steak. BogleVineyards,Graton,CA

Cartlidge 8t Browne sn
2010 Norm Coast Cabernet Sauvignon
(87 potato) Scents of dried herbs and black
currants selldiis wine'sspot-on varietal char
acter. The fruit is mouthwatering, and oak
provides savory definition without seeming
intrusive. A great value to buy by rhe case.
Cartlidge & Browne,American Canyon,CA

Castle Rock sii
2011 California Covee Pinot Noir (8a
potato) Brooding and savory, this avoids
Ae dried-fruit flavorsthat mar many value-
priced California pinot noirs. Its fennel-like
edges feel refreshing and honest, and set it
up for chicken or pork sausages. CastleRock
Winery, Geyserville,CA

Via Wines si2
20U Maule ValleyChUensis Reserve Car-
menere (90 potato, Chile) Along with all
die essential elements ofcarmenere—herbal
aromas, softness oftexture, a taste of choco
late—diis manages to deliver an extra level
of earthy complexity.Amazingly affordable
for what die wine has to offer. ViciWines&
Spirits, Coral Springs,FL

Casa Castillo si2
2010JumutaMonastrell(89 potato, Spain)
Richwidi juicy raspberry flavor, this wine's
charm lies at die intersection of its texture
and acidity, where die fruit feels tense and
energized, Votjamdn Serrano.Eric Solomon
Selections/EuropeanCellars, Charlotte,NC

Columbia Crest si2
2009 Columbia valley Amitage Grand
Estates (89 potato) This blend of merlot,
syrah and cabernet franc over-deliversat die
price, a plush, dark plum-scented wine widi
sweet oak accents. The flavorsare cool and
fine, die tannins possessing a peppery bite
that screams for a charry cut of meat off die
grill. ColumbiaCrestWinery,Paterson, WA

Via Wines S12
2011Cokhagua r.MlmmfaReserva Caber
net Sauvignon (89 potato, Chile) Decant
this and you'll find that die scents ofoak and
dark spices recede, allowingdie vibrant fla
vors of red cherriesand strawberries to show
clearly. It finishes crisp. Forburgers off die
grill. ViciWinet? Spirits,Coral Springs,FL

Marrenon si2
2010 Luberon Grande Toque (88 potato,
France) Dark and herbal, diis has sappy
black currant fruit with notes oflicorice and
star anise.A ferrous minerality laces through
die finish, givingit structure and force. USA
WineImports,NY

Streda Belvedere si2
2011 Chianti (88 potato, Italy) Scents of
pepper and black tea add a light complexity
to diis wine's gentle, pleasantly sweetfruit.
The softness of die texture brings merlot to
mind, whiledie lithefeel and orange-zestvol
atility tie it to sangiovese.Clean and particu
larly impressive at the price. CreativeImage
Marketing, Grand Prairie, TX

Underwood Cellars S12
2010Oregon Pinot Noir (88 points) Scents
of pine fronds and juicy plum give way to
clean,brisk,blackcherry flavors.Thetexture
is chewy, the flavors persistent. ForKorean
barbecue. UnionWineCo.,Tualatin, OR
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Waterbrook 512
2010 Columbia valley Cabernet Sauvi
gnon (87 potato) Scentsof evergreenand
blackpepper providea lean frameto diis
brisk,plummycabernetForaburger.Water-
brookWinery,WallaWalla,WA

Windmill Estates si2
2010LodiOldVineZinfandel(87potato)
Asglossyas a latesummerblackberry,diis
zin'sexuberancespeakstoLodi'ssun-baked
earth.Whileplushandconcentrated,itssleek
tanninsare rightenoughtohold thefruitin
place.There'salsosomeold-vinecomplexity
todie flavors,suggestiveofdriedrosepetals
and herbs.Fora chickenroastedwidigar
licandrosemary.WindmillEstates,Lodi,CA

Taltarni si3
2009VictoriaT SeriesShbaz (92potato,
Australia)Smoothandsupple,diiswineis
polishedonthesurfaceso therearenoappar
entedges,its blackfruitand tanninsfeeling
as long and curvedas a Modiglianisculp
ture.There'stensionunderneath,aspicethat
keepsdrivingforwardthroughdiesleeksur
face,readyto liftdie flavorsofa steak.Clos
duVolWineCo.,Napa,CA

ZORZAL

^■.■■■c;r^-...V'

Zorzal si4
2011Tupungato Terroir Unico Gualtal-
laryMalbec(92points,Argendna)Aclear
expressionofdiecalcareoussoilsofGualtal-
lary,thismalbechasachalklinedistinguish
ingitstexture,aswellasfreshscentsofviolets
andherbs.There'sacoreofred cherryflavor
to focusdie wineon its fruity,juicyside.A
simpleredwithagreatsenseofplace.Brazos,
NY;DelectatioWines,Magnolia,TX

Las Rocas si4
2009Calatayud(90potato,Spata)Themix
of almond,driedfruit andearthnotesgive
a certainair ofmysterytodie aromaofthis
wine.Thepalateis taut,widia finelayerof
tanninsand firmaciditydiat padlocksdie
flavorsfornow.Giveit timeina decanterto
open andservewithcharcuterie.LasRocas
USA,Hayward,CA

Sucesores de
Manuel Piquer si4
2010CarinenaLeliaGarnacha(90paints,
Spain)Theredfruitscentsofdiiswinecom
binewithearthyflavorsina sortofyouthful
playfulness.Deliciousin its unadulterated
fruit,diisisstructuredenoughtoservewith
charcuterie.FrontierWineImports,Dover,NJ

Zorzal S14
2012Tupungato Terroir Unico Gualtal-
lary Pinot Noir (90 potato, Argentina)
Thispinot seemssimpleatfirst,withscents
ofstrawberriesandfreshflowersthat flood
the mouth, tasting of red fruits freshly
crushed.Thenearthyand spicynotes turn
die winetowardgreatercomplexity,while
die firmtensionof die structuresurrounds
all die juicyflavor.Brazos,NY;Delectatio
Wines,Magnolia,TX

MuStigUillO S14
2011Vinode laTierra elTerrerazoMestis
(89potato, Spain)Thisblendhastoastybar
rel scentsaswellasjuicy,ripeblueberryfla
vors.Earthynotesin the tanninsaddto the
wine'scomplexity.EricSolomonSelections/
EuropeanCellars,Charlotte,NC

Alexander Valley Vyds. si4
2010 California Temptation Zinfandel
(88potato)This is astraightforward,satis
fyingzin.Leanbut innowayinsipid,itoffers
plentyofdarkspiceandtangyfruit Buyitby
die caseasa crowd-pleasingred. Alexander
ValleyVyds.,Healdsburg,CA

Alta Luna by Cavit si4
2009Dolomiti Phases Rosso(87 potato,
Italy)Ablendofteroldego,lagreinandmer
lot, this is pepperyand full-bodied,a rich,
tobacco-scentedredtoservewithburgersoff
thegrill.PalmBaylnfl.,BocaRaton,FL

Finca El Encinal sis
2010 Rlbera del Duero Crianza Single
Vineyard(94potato, Spain)Payno atten
tiontodie toasted-oakscentsthat introduce
thiswine,becausetheysoonleavethescene.
Fixyourattentioninsteadto thegenerosity
of its fruit,voluptuousand smoodi.It isa
complexwine,richlylayeredinflavors(some
closertomeatman fruit)andwidiadensity
that traps andwrapsina lovelyway.Finca
ElEncinalisa projectfromthe traditional
bodegaFrancoEspafiolasdela Rioja.Vision
Wine& Spirits,Secaucus,NY

Domingo Molina sis
2011 Valle de Cafayute Hermanns de
Domingo Molina Cabernet Malbec (92
petals, Argentina)Alongwithseductivefla
vorsofblackcherriesandmineralnotes,this
powerfulwinehas intriguingblacktannins
withnotesofcoal.Thatvasttannicstructure
iscapableof carryingthewine'sweight,the
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fruitgrownatanaltitudeofmorethan6,500
feet VineConnections,Sausalito,CA

Thetexturehonors
andiseftfyrichin

S15LaPosta
20ttMendeaaCoeiaa(91]
ttaa) A blend of 66 percentmalbecwith
equalpans of syrahand boaarda,diis has
notesof violetsand ripe cherriesoveran
earthymineralhy.Whileit'samiddleweight,
die tension in die structuregivesdiis the
powerof aheavyweightboxer.VineConnec
tions,Sausalita.CA

FincaVidesTorcidas S15

ltaa)Jukyandrich,diisispackedwidiblack

, film) TheluShBessof thiswine's
purple plum fruit quicklyovercomesdie
scentofoak;abit ofwhite-pepperspiceand
vStaantaddrryjommtoaddfiesteessaad
lift Offof30-to50-year-oMviowtaQiiaag*,
it'shedonistk.ania^fOTsucklmg^fleF.
JtctaWimCa^Manchester.NH

ChateaudesCharmes us
20O9raagaraFan^be4jabK3abexnetFraite
(ft potato, raaads) Ifyou Mmcm Beam-
jolais,buy diiisbydie case,tthas a similar
contrastrrfjuicyfruit earthyrriineralityand
bright, briskacidity,onlyhere die flavors
areveryfranc:conifers,blackcurrants,cool
blueberriesandblackpepper.It's seamless
aridfragrantreadyforadueklegor a tangy
aottin.SpecialtyCellars,SantaFeSprings,CA

MarquesdeCaceres sis
2008 Biota Crtanza (9* pntats, 8pnta)
FragrantwirhvioletsandMack,cherryfink,
diistakestimetomovebeyonditsdeanlines
towardscraediirigmoreemphaticafyeardiy
Airbringsa stoninessto thestructure,while
the wineseemsblacker,with the assetdve
precisionofa flamencodancer'sheeLVine
yardBrands,Birmingham,AL

Meli S15
2011ManicVaUeyCarigaw*gat pataas,
ChOe)Richinwildberryflavor,dis cari-
gnan deliversa taut andfirmtexturewith
tanninstliatwulnitthroughgrilMsausages.
Acountrywineat a terrificprice.GlobalVine-
yardImporters,Berkeley,CA

BodegaNQN sis
2012Patagonia Malms Fine* La Papey
MaDiec(90peat**,Affeastae^Bodi long
andconcentrated,thishasa richsweetness
ofveryripefruk,asflkinessthat isseductive
andmakesit tremendouslydrinkable.And
yetit'salsodetailed,unfokfingflavorsofvio
letsandspices.Anexcellentdisplayofwhat
southernArgentina'svineyardscan do.Vias
Imports,NY

CasadeSantar sio
2010IMto(SOpotato, Pernntol) Darkand
broodingwhenfirstopened,rhisdevelops
into a cheny-richred widi floralscents.A
preayDaoandasupervalue.Tri-Wn/B^orts,
Mountvimon,NY

FlordeViseu sis
2009Dao(9*tateto,Pli mianQThlslayers
cherryscentsoversBkyred fruit andmeaty
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spice.Thestructureis tight theflavorsgen
erouswithdynamiccomplexity.Asavoryred
for ducksausages.V.O.S.Selections,NY

DitCeller sis
2010MontsantCabirol(89points,Spain)
StealdiisMontsantForS15,itoffersripered
fruit, spice,a littleearthiness,all in a tight
structure. A juicy wine for braised beef.
ValkyrieSelections,SanFrancisco,CA

WilliamCole sis
2011Casablanca ValleyColumbine Spe-
cialReserveFinot Noir (89points, Chile)
Aripepinotwithsweetfruitbalancedbytaut
tannins,thisisset to chillforgrilledsalmon.
GlobalVineyardImporters,Berkeley,CA

Bridgman sis
2010Columbia ValleySyrah (8* potato)
This buxom syrah leads with scents of
unsweetenedchocolateand blackberries.It
has die textureof flourlesschocolatecake,
widiwhichit sharesitstaste.(950cases)WM.
BridgmanCellars,WallaWalla,WA

MicheleChiarlo sis
2010Barbara d'Asti Superiore Le Onne
(88 points, Italy) Tight andspicy,thishas
barbera's acid-drivenfunkiness of grilled
mushroomsand bright strawberrynotes—
formushroompizza.Kobrand,Purchase,NY

a steakhouse.(2,805cases)ClosLaChance
Wines,SanMartin, CA

CastelloMonaci sis
2011 Salento Mara Negroamaro (88
potato, Italy) Tar and roses meld in an
intriguingscent, this wine'sflavors lasting
withtheredglowofpomegranate.Asubstan
tial redwidi transparencyto its flavorsand
livelinessin die finish,it wouldbedelicious
wididie wood-ovenchar on a wildmush
roompizza.FrederickWildmanandSons,NY

DESSERT

Waterbrook si2
2010 Columbia valley Late Harvest
Semillon (90 potato) Delicateand fresh,
withdemonstrativefruitaccentsthat range
frompear andpeachto roastedapple,diis
dessertwinehasacleanpersistence.Itshint
of sweetnessdoesn'tgo too far, makingfor
an idealpairingwith somethingthat's not
too sweet—say,a lemon-scentedpolenta
cake.WaterbrookWinery,WallaWalla,WA

\ Mi *s

Clos LaCkancc

SYRAH
2010 * Estate* CentralCoast

ClosLaChance sis
2010 Central Coast Estate Syrah (88
potato) Thisdeliversa lot of distinctsyrah
characterfortheprice:darkblackberryfruit
ameatyscent,apepperybite.It'sbriskradier
than fat,withfinetanninsandpersistentfla
vor.Forgrilledspareribs.(1,527cases)Clos
LaChanceWines,SanMartin,CA

ClosLaChance sis
2009 Central Coast Merlot (88 points)
Beyondthiswine'sinitialblastof coconut,
there'sa finemerlot Adoseofcabernetfranc
drawsan appetizingherballinethroughthe
wine, and the fruit staysfresh and crisp.It
wouldmake a spot-onby-the-glasspour at

Kourtaki su
MuscatofSamos(S8potato, Greece)Deep
gold,thisplaysslightlybitternotesofcandied
orangepeeloffdiesweethoneynotes,awhiff
of jasmineadding delicacy.It ends cleanly,
suggestingamatchwithsoftcheesesaswell
asfruit desserts.NestorImports,NY

KingEstate sis
2011 Oregon Signature Collection Vin
GlacePinot Gris (89potato) Scentsofsaf
fron and apricot givethis brisk sticky an
exoticfront Ithasplentyofaciditycoursing
throughit, readytogoup againstanapricot
tart KingEstateWinery,Eugene,OR M
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